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Faces of the Future: St. Joseph’s Academy 
holds Walk of Roses Ceremony 

The next cure for cancer could come from one of these smiling faces. The sky is the limit for them. But 
even the sky cooperated May 28. The rain held off just long enough for these happy graduates to walk 
from St. Joseph Academy to Our Lady of the Angels Church, as plenty of proud parents watched.  
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Two parishes now share one pastor
By Jerry Masek 

By Jerry Masek

A well-documented 
shortage of priests in the 
Catholic faith has now hit 
close to home.

Effective June 30, the Rev. 

John M. Pfeifer will serve 
as pastor of St. Patrick 
Church, 4427 Rocky 
River Dr. at Puritas 
Avenue, and St. Vincent 
de Paul Church, 3473 W. 
135 St., north of Lorain 
Avenue. According to 
Google, the two churches 
are 3 miles apart.

Rev. Pfeifer, ordained in 
2007, has served at St. 
Albert the Great Church 
in North Royalton since 
2015.

Rev. Pfeifer replaces the 

Rev. James Ols of St. 
Patrick, who is retiring, 
and the Rev. Kenneth 
Wallace of St. Vincent de 
Paul, who was assigned to 
another parish. Rev. Ols 
was ordained in 1975. He 
has served at St. Patrick 
since 2012. Rev. Wallace, 
ordained in 2000, has 
served at SVDP since 
2015.

Maureen Mountcastle, a 
fixture in the St. Patrick 
front office for 43 years, is 
also retiring.

Get ready for the July 4 
parade! 
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Where lifeguards are on 
duty

Before swimming in the Metroparks, make sure 
a lifeguard is on duty.
These places close West Park have lifeguards 
on duty from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. daily, June 1 
through Aug. 11. 
• Bay Villiage, Huntington Beach 
• Berea, Wallace Lake
• Cleveland, Edgewater Beach
From Aug. 17 through Labor Day, lifeguards 
will be on duty weekends only, at Huntington 
and Edgewater. 

Fifty years ago this month 
– in June 1969 – my 
photos were published in 
a newspaper for the first 
time.

At age 16, I was 
completing my 
sophomore year. The pay 
was $15 a week to cover 

Little League baseball 
for The Madison Press in 
Lake County, OH.

I thought about that 
recently, as I took photos 
at the Puritas Baseball 
League for The West Park 
Times. Photography may 
have changed, but the 

joy of watching kids play 
baseball has not changed.

What's the attraction of 
photojournalism? It's 
never boring. You have a 
front-row seat to front-
page news – like large 
construction projects, 
election-night parties, 

West Park resident Jerry Masek celebrates 50 years in photojournalism

Only about 60 youths in West 
Park play organized rugby. But 
those who do, play it very, very 
well.

On May 18, two local rugby 
teams won state titles in their 
respective age divisions. The 
teams, part of the West Park 
Shamrocks, were made up of 
coeds in grades 3-4 flag , and 
boys in grades 7-8 tackle.

Two other teams, coeds 
in grades 5-6 flag, and 5-6 
grade boys tackle, each 
finished second in the state 
tournament. All four teams 
finished first among teams in 
the City Cup Championship.

Rugby is often considered 
the forerunner of American 
football. Locally, the seven-
week season began around 
April 1. Games are played at St 
Ignatius High School Sunday 
afternoons.

For information on how 
you can become involved in 
this unique sport, contact 
Manager Jeff Vollmer at 
westparkrugby@yahoo.com

PICTURED LEFT: 
Colin Tedesco

Local rugby teams win two state titles

By Jerry Masek

 Every Third Wednesday of the Month @7 PM
 6/19/19 The Paris Wife  by Paula McLain
 7/17/19 Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood 

Anderson

 Please  consider joining us !!!!
Like us on Facebook : Westpark Book Club

Join the Westpark Book 
Club

major ribbon-cuttings, natural 
disasters and emergencies –  
and more routine events, like 
births, baptisms, graduations, 
weddings and significant 
birthdays.

My goal: Capture each event in 
a way that will appeal to others. 
Photojournalism is telling 
a story with images. Photos 
will be around long after the 
event is over, and hopefully, 
people can re-live the joy of the 
moment.

Yes, I've taken photos of 
famous people, like President 
Reagan, President Ford, 
Barbara Bush and Bette Davis, 

but it's just as enjoyable 
to work with school 
teachers, librarians, 
nurses.

Boy Scouts and student 
athletes. We have many 
incredible people right 
here in West Park. You 
don't have to look far to 
find good news.

Most unusual 
assignment: 
A professional 
contortionist who 
could crawl through a 
tennis racquet.

Most memorable 
experience: Being in a 

delivery room to photograph 
the birth of a baby. I borrowed 
the idea from Life magazine.

Equipment: I use Nikon now, 
but have used Pentax and 
Yashica. It helps to have proper 
training and an open mind. 
I was fortunate to learn from 
several inspiring teachers, 
including the late James 
Gordon at BGSU.

The future: I recently donated 
five outdated film cameras to a 
local high school, for student 
use. I'm enjoy working with 
young people who want to 
learn. I just hope they have as 
much fun as I did – and still do  
– in my retirement. 

Taking photos of grizzly bears was on Jerry Masek's bucket list. This image 
was taken in June 2018 in Redoubt Bay, Alaska. (Photo by Jerry Masek)

Photograph of Jerry 
Masek (ABOVE) By 
Dawn Tarka. 
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Track updates announced for RTA Red Line 

West Park 
Library Summer 

Happenings
*The West Park Library 
is located at 3805 W. 
157 St.

Summer Lunch 
Program: Children 
up to 18 years old. 
Monday-Friday, 11:30 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m.; 
beginning Monday, June 
3 - Friday, August 9.
Summer Lit League 
- Puppet Palooza: 
Summer Reading 
program for school-age 
children 
Special programming 
on Tuesdays, 1 p.m. 
- 2 p.m.; beginning 
Tuesday, June 4 - 
Tuesday, July 23. 
K-Club: For families 
with children ages 4-6. 
All family members 
can attend. Breakfast 
provided. Wednesdays, 
10:30 a.m. - noon; 
beginning Wednesday, 
May 22 - Wednesday, 
August 14. *Registration 
required. 
National Eat Your 
Vegetables Day: 
Join us for a fun 
program involving 
vegetables! Monday, 
June 17, 11:30 a.m. 
Lunch & Learn - Lessons 
Learned from the Blue 
Zones: Presented by 
Brookdale Senior Living 
Solutions Thursday, 
June 20, 11:30 a.m. 
The longest living 
people on Earth come 
from the Blue Zones. 
Who are they and what 
can we learn from 
their way of life? Lunch 
provided. *Registration 

required. 
Flip Your Flops: 
Decorate your flip flops. 
Thursday, June 20, 1 
p.m. 
Red, White & Blue Pom-
Poms: 
Get ready for the Fourth 
of July by creating 
your own Pom-Poms. 
Thursday, June 27, 1 
p.m. 
Craft - Sun Catchers: 
Create your own sun 
catcher out of old DVDs 
and CDs, Thursday, July 
11, 1 p.m. 
Craft - To be announced: 
Thursday, July 18, 1 p.m. 
Christmas in July: 
Sock snowperson craft. 
Thursday, July 25, 1 p.m. 
CPL150: Street Festival, 
Main Library - 
Downtown Cleveland 
Saturday, July 27, 10 
a.m. - 6 p.m. West Park 
Branch will be closed. 
Eastman branch will 
be open with limited 
hours and free Trolley 
rides from Eastman to 
Downtown. 
Cleveland Metroparks: 
Guest speaker and 
animals. Thursday, 
August 1, 1 p.m. 
Celebrate Woodstock 50 
Year Anniversary: 
Make your own Lava 
Lamp, Thursday, August 
15, 1 p.m. 
All programs are free of 
charge and are located 
at 3805 W. 157 St., 
unless otherwise noted. 
Please contact the 
Branch at 216-623-7102 
for more information. 

This summer the Great-
Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) will com-
plete a 6-year, $38 million 
track upgrade of the West 
Side Red Line. Those trains 
serve hundreds of West Park 
residents every day.

This year’s project costs $6.4 
million for the 3.6 miles be-
tween the West Park Station 
and the Airport Tunnel. 
From June 2-29, rail service 
between the West Park Sta-
tion and Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport will 
be replaced with 66R buses. 

66R buses will stop at the 
Airport, Brookpark, Puri-
tas and West Park stations. 
Look for special bus stop 
signs outside each station.

Funding comes from the 
Ohio Department of Trans-
portation’ (ODOT). Crews 
will replace 12,275 timber 
cross ties, improve track 
drainage, add signal sys-
tems, repair the Puritas Sta-
tion platform, and provide 
for a full rehabilitation of 
the railroad track. said RTA 
Interim CEO and General 
Manager, Flounsay Caver.

“Transit systems across the 

country just like ours are 
taking this time to focus 
on the foundation of what 
makes this country move 
forward – a strong and stur-
dy, well-maintained infra-
structure,” said Caver.

“We have a $4 billion as-
set in our rail system. And 
now we are recapitalizing 
it, which means that we 
will preserve that asset at a 
fraction of the cost of new 
construction and, thereby, 
bring the system into a state 
of good repair.”

During the last six years, 
RTA has invested nearly $40 

million in the Red Line by 
reconstructing the Brook-
park Station, the Airport 
Tunnel and the tracks be-
tween West Park Station and 
West 30th Street.

This year’s project may 
add some time to the daily 
commute, so you may want 
to leave earlier than usual. A 
new Red Line timetable has 
been issued for service June 
2-29. For details, go to:

www.riderta.com/routes/
redline, or call 216-621-
9500.

• Terminal Avenue, 
from West 143rd Street 
to West 150th Street

• Emery Avenue, be-
tween West 143rd 
Street to West 150th 
Street

• West Avenue. between 
West 130th Street to 
West 134th Street

Visit westparktimes.com 
to find the full story. 

Three streets 
in Ward 16 will 
be resurfaced 
this summer
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This trio tries to figure out a spell that unlocks the iPad which will reveal anoth-
er hint for Harry Potter Escape Room, held Saturday, May 11 at the West Park 
Library. Pictured from left to right are: Colin, 11, Eliza, 12, and Ava, 11. 

West Park Academy, 12913 Bennington Ave., is having graduation ceremonies 
for both Kindergarten and 8th grade classes today. The Kindergarten ceremony 
was held this morning at 10 a.m. and the eighth grade ceremony is at 2 p.m. this 
afternoon, Wednesday, May 22.

The Kamms Corners Farmers Market is again a finalist in the "Best of the West" 
contest, sponsored by Cleveland Magazine. Booths promoting the finalists were part 
of a major event April 4 at LaCentre in Westlake. Winners in each category will be 
announced. Helping promote the market are (from left) Carol Silvay, Joe Outlaw, 
JoAnn Bohr and Market Manager Bill Markowitz.

Photo By JERRY MASEK 
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St. Joseph’s Academy, 
3470 Rocky River 
Drive, has been 
nominated for 
seven of Playhouse 
Square’s Dazzle 
Awards following its 
2019 production of 
the Disney musical 
Newsies.

“It was a great 
way to bring in 
dance teachers and 
choreographers 
to work with 
the students and 
challenge them to 
learn new types 
of dance,” said St. 
Joseph’s Drama 
Director Anne Ising. 
“It was exciting to 
watch the students, 
most of whom had 
very little dance 
experience, grow and 
develop their skills.”

Newsies is a Disney 

musical which is 
based on the 1992 
motion picture of the 
same name... 

The nominations 
for St. Joseph’s 
performance of 
Newsies include:

Best Actress – Eve 
Jursinski (Class of 
2021)
Best Actor – Felix 
Albino (St. Ignatius, 
Class of 2020)
Best Featured 
Performer – Veronica 
Conroy (Class of 
2022)
Best Scenic Design
Best Technical 
Execution
Best Choreography 
Execution
Best Ensemble

Read the full story at 
the westparktimes.

St. Joseph’s 
Academy 2019 
spring musical 

nominated for 7 
Dazzle Awards

West Park Wellness:
It's easy to stay healthy in
West Park this summer

By Jerry Masek

By Kevin Coleman 

West Park residents 
are surrounded by 
numerous ways to keep 
active and stay healthy. 
This column will keep 
you informed each 
month.

New this summer 
at West Park 
Massotherapy

Zumbini, a new trend, 
comes to West Park 
this summer. It's like 
Zumba, with music, 
dance and exercise, but 
it also stresses motor 
skills. A six-week class 
starts at 10 a.m. June 18 
for children, age 0-6 and 
a parent. Registration 
required.

Zumba classes for 
adults continue at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday for 
$8 a class, or $24 for 
four classes. A special 
offer combines Zumba 
and massage. Through 
Aug. 31, you can get 
four Zumba classes 
and a 1-hour massage 
for $80, or four Zumba 
classes and a 30-minute 
massage for $50.

Dance classes at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday cover the 
Night Club Two Step 
in June, and the West 
Coast Swing in July 
and August. Cost is $10 
per person per session. 
Walk-ins welcome. 
You do not need to 
have a partner. Private 

or group lessons for 
ballroom dancing can be 
scheduled.

For details, visit 
Facebook, www.
westparkmassotherapy.
com, or call 216-671-
6080.

Hypnosis drop-in 
session set for 7-9 
p.m. Monday, July 8. 
Bring your questions. 
Experience hypnosis, if 
you want.        
Call 216-210-5504.

Keeping cool in the 
pool

Gunning Recreation 
Center, 16700 Puritas 
Ave., offers open swim-
time 6 days a week, 
usually in the afternoon. 
The center also offers 
a weight room, indoor 
track, kickball, and 
youth baseball. Call 216-
420-7900.

West Park-Fairview 
Family YMCA, offers 
a variety of aqua-
activities: open swim, 
family swim, adult swim, 
lap swims and more. 
Call 216-941-5410, or go 
to www.clevelandymca.
org/west-park-fairview.
html.
__________________
Jerry Masek, a certified 
hypnotist, is active in 
local holistic events.

by CMSD News Bureau

The Lincoln-West School of Science and 
Health—the only high school in the country 
based in a hospital—will hold graduation for 
its first senior class on June 21.
Now the hospital system and CMSD, with 
feedback from those new alumni, will focus 
on making a unique educational experience 
even better.
Alan Nevel, senior vice president, chief 
diversity and human resources officer for 
MetroHealth, works closely with the school, 
which opened in 2016. His agenda for the 
future includes upgrading group mentoring 
to one-on-one interaction and expanding 
exposure to careers in the hospital and 
beyond.
“We got our first graduating class 
through,” Nevel said. “There’s a sense of 
accomplishment, but we’re not done yet. 
There’s a lot of things we can do to refine and 
improve the program.”
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MetroHealth-Based Lincoln-West School of Science and Health Graduates First Seniors

CMSD Will be Serving 

Summer Meals
by CMSD NEWS BUREAU

For a fourth consecutive year, CMSD will 

help keep students fed during the summer 

by serving them a hot, nutritious lunch or 

dinner for free. Adults who accompany 

the children can eat for $3. 

Lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m. at 12 schools, while dinner 

will be available at two schools from 4:30 

to 6:30 p.m. The meals will be served 

Monday through Friday from June 3 

through Aug. 2. (Note: Sites will be closed 

July 4-5.)
For a list of school meal sites, go to 

clevelandmetroschools.org/summer meals

The CMSD schools are part of a broader 

network that also includes the Greater 

Cleveland Foodbank and organizations 

like the Cleveland Hunger Alliance, 

Children’s Hunger Alliance, the Cleveland 

Catholic Diocese and the city Parks and 

Recreation Department.

“Together we try to make sure that there 

are summer lunch sites throughout the 

city so there are no pockets of hunger,” 

said Chris Burkhardt, CMSD’s executive 

director of school nutrition.

...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org

Executive Grille Food Truck Hits Road in June

choices, including vegan and gluten-free 
options. Credit cards are accepted.Below is the food-truck schedule.

by CMSD NEWS BUREAUThe Executive Grille on the Go, a food 
truck operated by students from Jane 
Addams Business Careers Center, will 
make eight lunch-hour stops in June.Most of the stops will be downtown at 

Walnut Wednesdays or Public Square, 
but the truck also will visit Midtown 
and the Cleveland Police Department’s 
district headquarters at East 152nd St. 
and St. Clair Ave.The truck offers more than a dozen food 

Help Your Child Avoid 
the ‘Summer Slide’
CMSD NEWS BUREAU
Summer brings fun for students, but the 
extended time off can also cause them to 
lose knowledge or skills gained during the 
preceding school year.
Statistics, including data generated by 
CMSD, provide clear evidence that many 
students experience what is popularly known 
as “summer slide.” Up to three months of 
learning could be lost.
Fall 2017 test scores showed that 29 percent 
of the CMSD students involved declined 
in reading performance from the previous 
spring, compared with 19 percent who 
improved, and 24 percent slipped in math, 
compared with 11 percent who improved. 
The rest remained at the same level. A 
similar pattern was found in 2018.
The District is providing parents with 
resources to keep their children on track.
Each week, from June 3 and continuing 
through early August, CMSD will post a new 
math video made by Lakeshore Learning for 
students who are moving up to second grade. 
The videos, recorded in English and Spanish, 
will guide students as they use a math kit sent 
home by their schools.
CMSD also is again holding its free 
Elementary Summer Reading Academy 
for children in kindergarten through third 
grade who are behind in the subject. The 
program is reserved for students who are 
identified as needing the help.

...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org

by CMSD News Bureau

The Lincoln-West School of Science and 
Health—the only high school in the country 
based in a hospital—will hold graduation for 
its first senior class on June 21.
Now the hospital system and CMSD, with 
feedback from those new alumni, will focus 
on making a unique educational experience 
even better.
Alan Nevel, senior vice president, chief 
diversity and human resources officer for 
MetroHealth, works closely with the school, 
which opened in 2016. His agenda for the 
future includes upgrading group mentoring 
to one-on-one interaction and expanding 
exposure to careers in the hospital and 
beyond.
“We got our first graduating class 
through,” Nevel said. “There’s a sense of 
accomplishment, but we’re not done yet. 
There’s a lot of things we can do to refine and 
improve the program.”

The wheels are turning on the District 
side, too.
For example, College and Career Success 
Manager Monica Lawson said the school 
would like to help students interested in 
nursing careers gain certification as state 
tested nursing assistants before senior year. 
The certification would better prepare them 
for some of the unpaid 200-hour internships 
that all seniors serve at MetroHealth, as well 
as jobs after high school.
The school-inside-a-hospital concept 
developed from conversations between 
District CEO Eric Gordon and MetroHealth 
President and CEO Akram Boutros. Boutros, 
intrigued by the new high school models 
CMSD was launching, thought where 
better to teach STEM or health than in an 
environment that also would give them a 
close-up view of careers, both medical and 
non-medical.
The School of Science and Health operates 

year round, alternating 10 weeks of classes 
with three-week breaks.
Freshmen from the Lincoln-West Campus 
on West 30th Street travel to the MetroHealth 
System’s main campus, less than a mile 
away, one day a month for workshops. 
Tenth- and 11th-graders are at the hospital 
two days a week for classes; seniors go three 
days a week for classes and one day for the 
internships.
The first graduating class is small, just 20 
seniors. The District, which typically starts 
new models with ninth-graders, extended 
the opportunity to 10th-graders who had 
participated in a MetroHealth mentoring 
program. By comparison, the incoming 
freshman class numbers more than 100, the 
largest yet.
All of the graduates have been accepted to 
colleges. Eighteen are headed to colleges 
and universities, including Ashland, Hiram, 
Cleveland State, Bowling Green and 
Cuyahoga Community. Two are taking a gap 
year. 
The seniors made capstone presentations 
at the hospital this week, speaking on topics 
such as student voice in their education and 
suicide prevention in the LGBT community.
They also reflected on their “MetroHealth 
experience” and recommended ways to 
better engage students. For example, one 
senior recommended bringing the ninth-
graders to the hospital campus more than 
just once a month.
Valedictorian Amar Baraily, who moved 
to the United States from Nepal in his 
early teens, wants to study computer 
science. Though the field is not exclusive to 
medicine, high school added to his interest 
in technology.
Amar has worked with computers, handling 
file uploads and other tasks, during a senior 

internship with Turner Construction, the 
construction manager on MetroHealth’s 
campus transformation project. He will 
continue working for Turner after graduation.
“I’m good in math and science,” he said. “I’m 
a quick learner.”
Endia Reynolds plans to pursue a bachelor of 
science degree in nursing at Cleveland State 
and hopes to eventually work as a nurse 
with MetroHealth’s helicopter transfer unit, 
Life Flight.
Her flickering interest in nursing took off 
after she shadowed Life Flight dispatchers. 
She was captivated by the thrill of Life Flight 
service and the close relationship of the 
unit’s members.
Amar, Endia and others said spending time 
at MetroHealth and mixing with the adults 
there developed their communication and 
networking skills. They also learned how to 
behave in a professional setting.
“We’re seniors, we goof around,” Endia said. 
“This helped us realize when and where you 
can goof around.”
MetroHealth has a number of reasons for 
partnering with CMSD on the school -- some 
rooted in business interests, others in a 
desire to “do the right thing,” Nevel said.
The hospital system belongs to the 
Healthcare Anchor Network, which stresses 
local hiring, procurement and investment. 
The school places students, many of whom 
live in the surrounding area, on a track to 
employment with MetroHealth. Education 
and jobs are good for families and good for 
the local economy.
“We want to create advantages for the 
students in the market,” Nevel said. 
“I’m selfish. I want them all to work for 
MetroHealth.”

Endia Reynolds presents her senior capstone project at MetroHealth’s main 
campus, home to the Lincoln-West School of Science and Health. Endia, who 
is about to become one of the school’s first graduates, plans to pursue a Bach-
elor of Science degree in nursing at Cleveland State and hopes to eventually 
work as a nurse with MetroHealth’s Life Flight service.

Photo by CMSD News Bureau

...read more: clevelandmetroschools.org
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Students from West Park's Luther Memorial School gave Lindsay 
Ward, a children's author and illustrator from Peninsula, OH, an 
enthusiastic welcome May 20 as she spoke about her educational 
background, her 16 published books, and where she finds her creative 
ideas. Classes had lots of questions for her and were surprised to learn 
that the creating, editing and printing process of a book takes up to 
two years! Classes worked on their own dinosaur art and read her 
series of Dexter T. Rexter books ahead of her visit. 

Luther Memorial is a private Christian school located in Old Brook-
lyn on Pearl Road and in West Park on Lorain Avenue. Our West 
Park location serves students in kindergarten through Grade 8.

 CubeSmart GM Georgia Todd shows a storage unit to members of the BPDC staff.

By Shannon Caringi, 
Trillium Living

There is nothing that 
creates curb appeal 
like a lush, green, well-
maintained lawn. It is your 
home’s first impression to 
the world!
Having a beautiful lawn 
is the great obsession of 
some homeowners, but for 
others, it is a mystery.
These easy lawn care tips 
will simplify the process 
so that you can have 
a gorgeous yard your 
neighbors will envy!
Easy Lawn Care Tips
Mowing Tips
• Always keep the 
mower blade sharp. It may 
need to be sharpened 2 or 
3 times during the season. 
This will make a clean 
cut on each grass blade 
and keep the grass from 
looking “torn.” This creates 
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Lawn Care Tips For A Beautiful Yard
By Shannon Caringi, 
Trillium Living

There is nothing that 
creates curb appeal 
like a lush, green, well-
maintained lawn. It is your 
home’s first impression to 
the world!
Having a beautiful lawn 
is the great obsession of 
some homeowners, but for 
others, it is a mystery.
These easy lawn care tips 
will simplify the process 
so that you can have 
a gorgeous yard your 
neighbors will envy!
Easy Lawn Care Tips
Mowing Tips
• Always keep the 
mower blade sharp. It may 
need to be sharpened 2 or 
3 times during the season. 
This will make a clean 
cut on each grass blade 
and keep the grass from 
looking “torn.” This creates 

a professional, manicured 
appearance.
• Never “scalp” grass 
or cut below 2.5 inches. 
This can burn the grass and 
provide an environment 
conducive for weeds and 
pests.
• Mow regularly so 
that no more than 1/3 of 
the grass blade height is 
removed at one time.
• Keeping grass at a 
height of 2.5 inches high in 
spring and 3 inches high in 
summer will yield the best 
results. This length allows 
the grass blade to shade 
the roots and crown of the 
plant. This keeps the grass 
green and lush throughout 
the heat of summer.
• I highly recommend 
a mulching mower. This 
type of mower shreds grass 
clippings and leaves into 
a fine mulch and applies 
them back to the soil. This 
is an organic fertilizer, 
providing nutrients to the 
soil. A mulching mower 
can also be used in the fall 
in lieu of raking leaves. This 
is a time saver and keeps 

landfills free of unnecessary 
organic material.
Watering Tips
• Generally, most 
lawns don’t require 
supplemental watering in 
the spring and fall. Rainfall 
is plentiful, providing 
adequate moisture. 
However, summer is 
generally when dry periods 
necessitate lawn watering.
• Buy a rain gauge to 
see how much rainfall your 
area receives each week. A 
lawn needs at least an inch 
of rain each week.
• Use a sprinkler that 
sprays water as close to the 
ground as possible. The 
goal is to water the soil and 
avoid water from blowing 
away or evaporating before 
it reaches the ground.
• Water only in the 
morning as this enables the 
roots to absorb water before 
the heat of the day. In order 
to minimize the chance 
of foliar diseases, leaves 
should be dry most of the 
day and night.
Fertilization Tips
• A professional tip 

for a beautiful lawn is to 
test your soil each fall. Soil 
tests are inexpensive and 
are available at most garden 
centers. The soil test will 
provide recommendations 
for soil amendments and 
fertilization needs. This 
takes all of the guesswork 
out of lawn care and 
eliminates buying products 
that are unnecessary for 
your lawn. Testing pH is 
important because grass 
grows best at a pH of 6.0 to 
7.0. Outside of this range, 
the grass plants won’t be 
able to absorb all of the 
nutrients from the soil to 
look its best.
• There are many 
companies that offer 
a "four-step" lawn 
fertilization program. These 
are extremely convenient 
and designed to make 
lawn care simple. However, 
most of these steps provide 
more than fertilizer. 
Chemicals are included to 
treat insects, diseases and 
weeds that may or may not 
be an issue in your lawn. 
These can contribute to 

water pollution and harm 
beneficial organisms. There 
are also concerns if you 
have pets and children. Be 
sure to talk with an expert 
at your local garden center 
to selectively purchase the 
products your lawn needs.
• There are also 
organic “four-step” options 
that are safe for pets 
and children. These are 
environmentally friendly 
(important to protect 
our Great Lake!) as they 
promote healthy microbes 
and don’t harm the 
earthworms that naturally 
keep soil healthy. Organic 
fertilizer won’t burn grass 
and lasts longer in the soil, 
so you will see more long-
term lawn health. Used in 
conjunction with proper 
lawn maintenance, you will 
get great results!

Find more great 
information and gardening 
tips at trilliumlivingllc.com. 
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C L E V E L A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
H I G H  S C H O O L
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT
STEP YOU CAN TAKE FOR 
YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE

INCOMING FRESHMEN – 
CHOOSE YOUR CMSD HIGH SCHOOL TODAY! 

Choose NOW. Choose CMSD!
ChooseCMSD.org | 216.838.3675

Say Yes scholarships available 
to CMSD graduates!

CMSD residents who enroll as freshmen in a District high school 
and continue through graduation are eligible for Say Yes scholarships 

to college or technical school after graduation.


